
 

    

 

                                 
 
     As the auxiliary year moves on, I have been 

very busy. In September I drove to Albuquerque, 

New Mexico for the National Commander’s 

Homecoming. Had a great time, and decided to kill 

2 birds with one stone, taking a few days to see my 

family while there. In all it was a great trip. 

     Heading back to Texas, took me straight to 

Amarillo where I toured the VA Facility and their 

Memorial Park. From there I headed to Lubbock 

for a tour of their VA Clinic. A great big thank you 

to District 9 President Karen Jeffrey, and 

Department Hospital/VAVS Chairman Danielle 

Diaz for setting up great tours and a great meeting. 

Thank you for the hospitality and friendship. 

     Then I was off to District 15 where I visited the 

Rathgeber Hospitality House (similar to our Texas 

Houses) which has been adopted by Scholarship’s 

Chairman Annie Nickerson’s Auxiliary. It was a 

beautiful facility. The meeting was great as was the 

hospitality. Thank you.  

     Down to Houston we went for mine and 

Commander Inge’s homecoming. I think everyone 

had a great time. I know I did. Thanks to all of you 

that took the time to come down and celebrate with 

us. Bowling night was great and the trip to NASA 

was amazing.  I never thought I would see so many 

German costumes at one time as I saw at the last 

night’s banquet. It was great. 

     With a couple of days off to do laundry and 

repack, off I headed to Abilene in District 8 where 

I toured the Abilene VA Clinic and visited with 

Auxiliary 6873 members. Then we all headed to 

Brownwood where we toured the Brownwood VA 

Clinic, went to Octoberfest at Post 3278 and had a 

great meeting on Saturday. District 8 President 

Sherry Craft did a great job and I was able to visit 

with National Council Member and Past State 

President Debbie Daniel, State Guard Susie Carter, 

State Banner Bearer Deborah Knorring and 

District 25 President Quita Parker. 

     As Auxiliary members, are you working 

membership everywhere you go? It’s up to each 

and every one of us to always be ready to sign up 

that new member.  Check your goals as set up by 

our  Membership chairman and work toward those 

goals.  Be sure to check your mid-year reports to 

make sure you have completed everything 

required. Remember that those Mid-Year Reports 

are due to your District President in December and 

you can work on them as you finish projects. 

Always review the material provided to you by the 

Department Chairmen in Our Two Cents. It is 

prepared monthly to assist you with your projects, 

remind you of deadlines and help you succeed.   

Until next time…. “Believe We Can Do It” as we 

“Unite as One”   

                       The Texas V.F.W.  Auxiliary 
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OUTSTANDING DISTRICT PRESIDENT 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

Jeanenne Lumpkin - Chairman 

 

     By now you have held your first District meeting 

and have set your yearly goals for your District.  You 

have taken on a great responsibility and one that will 

be so fulfilling.  Working together with your 

Auxiliaries will insure that you will complete an 

Outstanding Year!!  Talk to your District about being 

the Best!!  Everyone wants to be on a winning 

team!!!  TEAMWORK can accomplish any goal!! 

     One suggestion I have to keep you focused on this 

goal is to get a 3-ring notebook with a sleeve on the 

outside.  Slide the requirement sheet in the sleeve so 

it is readily in front of you.  Every time you use your 

notebook, you will be reminded to complete the next 

requirement.  Remember to send me a Mid-Year 

Report by December 10 stating that the requirements 

for the first half of the year have been completed. 

     You are each “Outstanding”!!  I am so privileged 

to work with you this year.  If you ever have a 

question or need help, I am only a phone call or text 

away.  If I don’t know the answer, I will certainly try 

and find it for you.   Have a great year!! 

 

“UNITE AS ONE” 

“BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT” 

 
 

VETERANS & FAMILY SUPPORT 

Renee Clark – Chairman 

Beth Creasey – Co-Chairman 

 

     There’s so much to do in November, but 

BELIEVE….WE CAN DO IT!!   

     This Veterans’ Day, do not forget your White Star 

families, those who have lost a veteran to suicide, 

and Silver Star families, those who have a wounded 

and injured veteran.   

     Consider participating in the tolling of the bells at 

11:00 am on 11 November with the rest of America.  

Visit Bells of Peace at https://www. 

worldwar1centennial.org to register to participate.  

Don’t have bells to ring?  They have an app for that!! 

     While you are fundraising at your Family 

Freedom Fest or other events for those veterans who 

may be alone at Thanksgiving or living in need, 

consider contributing to the Unmet Needs program.  

This program is for veterans and their families who 

have experienced a financial hardship through no 

fault of their own.  For eligibility requirements and 

to apply, visit https://www.vfw.org/assistance 

/financial-grants.   

     Please keep up the great reporting!  Texas can 

lead in best project supporting a veteran and his/her 

family and distributes the most “Thank you” coins 

and the most rack cards.  We can’t lead the way 

without your reports.  Be sure you get your Mid-Year 

reports in by December 10th!  We can’t wait to see 

your Blue/Gold Star Buddy Poppy displays that 

were/are judged at your district meetings! 

     Try not to overdo it at Thanksgiving! If you do 

have extras, perhaps you could deliver the extra 

goodies to a veteran and his/her family or a homeless 

veteran.  Maybe deliver some comfort items for the 

welcome cooler weather.   

     UNITE AS ONE with our veterans and their 

families, with our VFW/Auxiliary families, and our 

own families.  Renee and I wish you a very Happy 

Thanksgiving.  

 

HOSPITAL/VAVS 

Danielle Diaz-Gonzales 

 

     Happy November! :) If you didn’t get a chance to 

promote Suicide Prevention & Mental Health Issues 

for Sept/Oct, you still can every month!  

     Sad to say but I have only received a small % of 

reports on these promotions. Have Veterans Crisis 

Line cards, information sheets, & the blue teardrop 

sticker at all of your events to incorporate with other 

programs.        

     November 5th-11th is the first Community 

Volunteer Recruitment Week. Remember what it 

was like when you first volunteered?! How excited 

or maybe overwhelmed you were. We need new 

Volunteers to continue our work, & help us help our 
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Veterans! People love to help others, they just need 

to be asked :) flyers can be found at 

https://vfwauxiliary.org/resources. 

     Let’s “Unite as One!” and “Believe We Can Do 

It” for Texas Veterans.  

 

CHIEF OF STAFF/EXTENSION 

Andrea King 

 

     District Presidents and District Deputy Chiefs of 

Staff, where is your passion for our great 

organization?  I’m not seeing much from where I’m 

sitting.  If you are not passionate, how can you expect 

others to be what you are not?  We should do 

everything in our power to revitalize our existing 

Auxiliaries to get their enthusiasm back. It is good to 

have new Auxiliaries spring up from bachelor posts, 

but the key is to keep them active.  Keeping an 

Auxiliary healthy is not an easy job these days.  We 

ALL need to work at it. 

     Call your members who have let their 

membership lapse or terminate.  See if you can re-

engage them in your activities.  Find out why they 

went away in the first place.  Do something special 

for those members who have been left by the 

wayside.  Don’t give them the opportunity to think 

that the Auxiliary doesn’t care.  Let them know that 

we do care and are prepared to show it. 

     Deputy Chief of Staff…you are the sounding 

board for the District President if there is a question 

or a problem…she trusts you explicitly, do not betray 

that trust.  You are the President’s second set of eyes 

or a different perspective when needed.  Remember, 

if you can’t find it in the Bylaws, seek higher 

directions from your Department President or me.  If 

we don’t know the answer, we will find it. Chiefs of 

Staff are to help Auxiliaries maintain their Charters 

and continue to be Healthy Auxiliaries. 

     Don’t forget to use your “Healthy Auxiliary 

Member Questionnaire.”  These anonymous surveys 

can help you discover where the real problem is in a 

troubled Auxiliary. 

     The most attractive thing about you should have 

less to do with your face and body and more to do 

with your heart and how you treat people.  

 

“BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT” 

                       “UNITE AS ONE 

HISTORIAN/MEDIA RELATIONS 

Bernie Adams 

 

     A Historian has a fascinating job of studying and 

interpreting the past.  These individuals write the 

history through the pictures of your VFW and 

Auxiliary.  Thank you for sending the history and 

pictures of your post for my Statewide Project.   

     When you take time to take pictures, why would 

you want to send it carelessly to me or not attach 

pictures at all?  Some of the pictures that I have 

received are very difficult to see the photo of our 

Department President Eppie when it is on 8 ½ x 11 

computer paper that is folded up in a small envelope.  

Have pride in what you do.   

     A Media relations person works with media for 

the purpose of informing the public of VFW and/or 

Auxiliary of upcoming events.   

     Thanksgiving and Christmas are just around the 

corner and we will be sending out care packages to 

our soldiers, sailors and Airmen.  Why not notify 

your newspaper to let them know where your care 

package is going.  

  

Have a Wonderful Holiday Season and take lots of 

pictures of Department President Eppie. 

 

“BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT” 

“UNITE AS ONE” 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP 

Annie Nickerson-Chairman 

 

     Congratulations! Voice of Democracy and 

Patriot’s Pen entries should be in your hands and 

moving through the judging process. 

     Don’t forget Continuing Scholarship due to 

National by February 15th.  

     Student Patriotic Art due by March 31st.   Patriotic 

Art is sponsored solely by the VFW Auxiliary, so 

please endorse it as often as possible. 

     I look forward to hearing from you, and I am only 

a phone call away. 

 

“BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT” 

“UNITE AS ONE” 
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YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

Darlene Jurkis – Chairman 

 

     Watch out!!  Look to your right. Look to your left. 

Look in front of you.  Look behind you.  Are you 

armed?  Are you prepared?  Do you see them? There 

he is. Look!  There she is and another, and another. 

Nailed them! What are they doing? They are 

watching a Veterans Day Parade and 

HALLALUJIA! They saluted the flag as it passed 

by. Someone was ready for them. Someone 

downloaded the RAP cards and they have the RAP 

coins. They thanked them and gave out a card or a 

coin. Will this be you?   

     Yes, Veterans Day is coming and it will be a great 

opportunity to hand out your RAP card and/or coins. 

You still have time to download the cards, so do it 

today. Be ready. Be prepared. Keep count, because 

you know I’m going to want the count on the bi-

annual report.  Speaking of saluting the flag, have 

you gone into the grade schools and explained some 

of the flag etiquette so they know the proper way to 

salute the flag? Two reports. Americanism and 

Youth.   We CAN do it “because we “Believe” and 

we “Unite as One”. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Candice Baines – Chairman 

JoAnne Lawson – Co-Chairman 

       

     We are continuing to move on up in Membership!  

Our Membership as of 10/15/2018 is 84.70%! Keep 

up the good work. We are climbing closer to our first 

quarterly goal of 400 new and rejoin members.  We 

are at 332 which leaves us with 68 more before 

10/31/2018.  I hope by the time this is published we 

will have met our goal.   

     It is the time of year for fall festivals and 

Christmas celebrations.  Get in there with your 

booths set up and ready to recruit.  Remember to be 

well informed and welcoming.  People want to be a 

part of something fun yet rewarding, and who 

doesn’t want to help Veterans! 

     Fact Sheet/Brochures are due in my hands by 

December 31, 2018.  If yours is complete, go ahead 

and send them into me. 

     We are keeping articles short and sweet this 

month, but please if you need suggestions, or have 

any questions, please contact me. 

 

“BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT” 

“UNITE AS ONE” 

 

 

AMERICANISM 

Susie Carter - Chairman 

 

     There are many ways to get our communities 

involved with spreading patriotism throughout our 

great nation. 

Patriotic Ways to Remember and Support 

Veterans. Host patriotic holiday parties for veterans, 

active-duty military, and their families at your Post. 

Host a barbeque or other meal and include patriotic 

music, games for both children and adults, and fun 

decorations. Invite the entire family to come and join 

in the fun at your Post.     

Partner with other community organizations to 

reach more people. Join forces with other 

organizations in your area (Scout Troops, mental 

health agencies, food pantries, etc.) to increase the 

services you can provide to veterans, active-duty 

military, and their families.   

Educate youth about what it means to be a 

patriotic American. Partner with schools or host 

special events for youth. Include age-appropriate 

lessons and activities. You will likely not witness the 

impact of the teachings, but they can make such an 

impact; those children will remember the lessons and 

will be proud to walk up to a veteran and say, “thank 

you.” 

Distribute U.S. Flags and/or present a certificate 

of recognition to a local business, private citizen 

and/or youth group for flying the Flag.  Distribute 

flags to businesses, community organizations and 

schools that do not have a flag flying or provide a 

new flag to those whose flag is tattered. Present a 

certificate in recognition to those displaying the Flag 

or POW/MIA flag. They will be honored to be 

recognized for their American pride. 

Participate in your local parades. Passing out 

Flags to children, riding on a Post or Auxiliary float  

 

4 



 

and marching with the colors are some typical ways  

to participate. Be sure to invite local media to attend 

these events! A picture or an article in your local 

newspaper reminds your community that the VFW 

Auxiliary continues to support our veterans and our 

communities with patriotic pride.   

 

“BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT” 

“UNITE AS ONE” 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE 

Karen Jeffrey – Chairman 

 

     What an exciting time to be a registered 

voter!  It’s time to “shine” Texas Auxiliary members 

and GET OUT THE VOTE In Honor of YOUR U.S. 

Veteran on Nov. 6, 2018.   

     You have attended Town Hall Meetings, met your 

Candidates, registered eligible voters and printed out 

a Voter’s Guide to take to the polls with 

you.  www.freevotersguide.com.  Now, let’s get to 

the polls and let our voices be heard in support of our 

Veterans! 

     Best of luck to all Candidates on this year’s ballot 

nationwide. 

     Now that the final election results are in, it’s time 

to turn our attention to Veteran Issues we are still 

fighting diligently for on Capitol Hill. 

     VFW ACTION ALERTS…are you signed up and 

RESPONDING?   

www.capwiz.com/vfw/mlm/signup.htm 

     Are your Districts and each auxiliary promoting 

the 2018 Priority Goals?   

www.vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-service 

*Budget            

*Work Force Development and Accountability 

*Health Care    

*Compensation and Benefits   

*Education, Employment, Transition Assistance    

*Defense and Homeland Security 

*Military Quality of Life       

*POW/MIA 

     I am honored to read the life stories of our Service 

members coming home after 77 years in the VFW 

Action Corp. Weekly newsletter.  To view this 

week’s edition, www.vfw.org/action corpsweekly 

     We, as a State and a Nation, have more ways, at 

our fingertips, to impact the lives of our Veterans 

today more than any previous time in Auxiliary 

history.   Now is the time for going to greater lengths 

to merge our efforts together in a State of Texas 

offensive unlike anything that has ever happened.  

     Let’s “Unite as One” and “Believe…We Can Do 

It”   DOUBLE TEXAS RESPONSE TO ACTION 

ALERTS!!    Stay Positive!  Work Hard!  “Make It 

Happen”!!  

                   BELIEVE WE CAN DO IT” 

“UNITE AS ONE” 

 

 

 
MID-YEAR REPORTS DUE TO DISTRICT 

PRESIDENTS DECEMBER 10, 2018 

 

DISTRICT PRESIDENTS REPORTS DUE TO 

DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN  

 DECEMBER 20, 2018 
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Carol Brietzke 
 

Endorsed by Auxiliary 7110  & District 5 

Auxiliary:  Numerous positions & all 

Chairmanships 

District: President –Treasurer 

Outstanding President 2014-15 

"I Will Not Take A Knee" 

 

Candidate for Department 

Guard 2019 - 2020 

 

http://www.freevotersguide.com/
http://www.capwiz.com/vfw/mlm/signup.htm
http://www.vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-service
http://www.vfw.org/action%20corpsweekly


 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                  CELEBRATE AND HONOR OUR     

             VETERANS                   

                                     

             HAPPY VETERANS DAYS 
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**Thank You** 

 Thank you so very much for all the cards 

and all the prayers on the death of my 

mother, Ann Koci. They meant a great 

deal to Celia and I at such a difficult 

time.  May God Bless each of  you. 

            Gene & Celia Koci 

 

New Auxiliaries 

District 6   

Auxiliary 3837    Corpus Christi  Division 1 

 

District 14  

Auxiliary 6974    Burnet              Division 1 

 

Department of Texas VFW Auxiliary welcomes 

new Auxiliaries and their members. 

 

Mid-Winter Round-Up 

Crowne Plaza 

 

6121 N IH 35 

Austin, TX 

 

 Phone:     512-323-5466 

 Dates:      Jan 24-Jan 27, 2019 

 Rooms:    $105.00 Per Night /Taxes 

 

                              CODE:  VFW  

 

Department Office  

Holiday Hours 

Thanksgiving  

            Closed November 20 & 21 

Christmas 

  Closed December 24 & 25  

New Years 

  Closed December 31 & January 1  

 

 

  

Department of Texas 

District and Auxiliaries 

 

*Ways and Means Tickets + Money 

*Calendar  Tickets + Money 

*Butterfly Pins                 Money 

*GUN RAFFLE Tickets + Money 

 

All of the above are to be sent to  

Department of Texas 

PO Box 15285 

Austin, TX 78761 

      
Due by November 15, 2018.  If you cannot 

sell these items please return to Department. 

 

Jo Ella Menn, Department Treasurer 

 

Membership Notice for all Application 

1.   When mailing in application to Department  

       information on eligible veteran must be filled  

       out (date of Service and Location).   

2.   You have to have the Investigating Committee  

       and the election date check and the date filled 

       in. 

3.    Date of Birth is required. 

Note:  Department does not have to see the DD214 

or proof-National says that we do have to have the 

dates and location of service and campaign ribbons. 

 

       Jo Ella Menn, Department Treasurer 

 

Office Mailing Addresses 

 

VFW Auxiliary 

Department of Texas 

 

Mailing Address 

PO Box 15285 

Austin, TX 78761-5285 

 

Street Address 

8503 North IH-35 

Austin, Texas 78753 

 

Telephone 

512-834-9190 

Fax 

512-834-0747 

Website 

texasvfwaux.org 
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Reservation to  

 

Department of Texas VFW Auxiliary Department Office 

PO Box 15285  

Austin, TX 78761 

 

If You Have a Question Please Call - 512-834-9190 

 

 

ENCLOSE CHECK FOR $30.OO FOR EACH LUNCH 

 

 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS VFW AUXILIARY 

EARMARK LUNCHEON 

 

 

Please check District President or Past Department President and your choice of Creole Blackened 

Chicken or Eggplant Parmesan  

 

 

DEADLINE DATE: JANUARY 15, 2019  

 

 

District________ Auxiliary________ 

 

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____  

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____  

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____  

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____  

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____ 

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____  

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____  

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____ 

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____  

 

Name ___________________________ DP_____PDP_____Creole Chicken_____ or  Eggplant Parmesan_____ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

 

                                                                                             
         

                         Karen Kaylor – November 2 

       Patricia “Patsy” Kemp – November 10 

 

 

               Best wishes to all the Auxiliary members in the State of Texas celebrating 

                           Birthdays in November.   Bountiful blessings are extended 

                                                      to each and every one. 
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               Happy Birthday 

         Past Department Presidents 

          Department Line Officers  


